


The world is getting tougher.

And so are the standards.

Life is getting more competitive every day.
Competition for jobs. Competition for schools.
And as an educator, you even face competition
for funding. In fact, this increasingly challenging
environment is why school boards across the
country are implementing new, more rigorous
graduation requirements. Arizona is no exception.

But what about our students today?

) Targeted at the middle 50%

of students, Arizona Academic Scholars
provides new perspective and skills for those

preparing to enter the real world.

Introducing Arizona Academic Scholars.

As we build toward higher academic expectations,
Arizona Academic Scholars encourages students
to take rigorous courses throughout high school,
better preparing them for post-secondary
education and the tough job market. To become
an Academic Scholar, a student needs a "C" or
better in each of the required Scholars' courses
and must meet all other graduation requirements

of their school district.

You can help them.

98.4 % of new jobs in Arizona that pay above the
median wage will require some post-secondary
education. Most will also require work experience.
The Arizona Academic Scholars course of study
not only prepares these students for academic
success, it also establishes the skills and
dedication needed to succeed in the workplace
today and in the future. But to get there, students
need help and encouragement from you — their

teachers and counselors.

) 42% of students entering 4-year

institutions require remediation.

) 63% of students entering 2-year

institutions require remediation.

Qualify for the real world.

And help the whole community.

Arizona Academic Scholars is not just another
school program. It's a community-wide initiative
supported and recognized by the Arizona
Business & Education Coalition, the State
Board of Education, the Board of Regents,
the Governor's Office, key business partners
and school districts throughout the state. Why?
Because with more qualified talent developed
locally, we won't have to look outside the state
or the country to fill our jobs, and this means a

healthier Arizona for everyone.

) In Arizona, only 50% of first-time,

full-time college students complete

a bachelor's degree within six years

of entering college.






